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Abstract

An immersed enriched finite element method is proposed for the analysis of phononic crystals (PnCs) with finite element (FE)
eshes that are completely decoupled from geometry. Particularly, a technique is proposed to prescribe Bloch–Floquet periodic

oundary conditions strongly on non-matching edges of the periodic unit cell (PUC). The enriched finite element formulation
ffectively transforms a periodic non-confirming discretization into an enriched node-to-node periodic discretizations where
eriodicity is enforced by any standard procedure. The enriched formulation is also used to describe the interior material
nterface. This completely eliminates the tedious process of generating matching or fitted meshes during the design process,
s it allows changing the inclusion’s geometry as well as the PnC’s lattice type without changing the FE mesh. The proposed
pproach, which is used to analyze phononic crystals in 1-D, 2-D, and 3-D using structured meshes, exhibits the same
erformance as the standard finite element analysis on fitted meshes.
c 2021 The Author(s). Published by Elsevier B.V. This is an open access article under the CC BY license
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

eywords: Phononic crystals; Bloch–Floquet periodic boundary conditions; Unfitted/non-matching meshes; Enriched FEM; IGFEM/HIFEM;
FEM/GFEM

1. Introduction

Efficient analysis of phononic crystals (PnCs) is essential to their design for engineering applications. Specifically,
omputational design and optimization require the analysis of many variations of a design. In such cases, the fully
mmersed analysis of PnCs proposed in this work prevents the cumbersome procedure of generating matching

eshes. As in the proposed method Bloch–Floquet boundary conditions are applied to non-matching edges in
strong manner, the lattice type as well as the inclusion can be altered without remeshing. Therefore, the

omputational design of PnCs is greatly simplified.
Phononic crystals have distinctive effects on waves traveling through them, and their design and optimization

as therefore seen a recent increase in interest [1,2]. They exhibit bandgaps, i.e., ranges of frequencies for which
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no waves can propagate through the material due to Bragg scattering. A negative effective density and modulus can
also be attained [3]. PnCs can be applied in many fields of engineering and across many length scales. For example,
they can be used for thermal control [4] at one end of the frequency spectrum, and for seismic engineering at the
other end [5]. New sensing schemes for liquids based on PnCs have also been introduced for biological samples and
for hazardous chemicals such as gasoline [6,7]. Additional applications can be found in vibrationless environments
for high-precision systems, sound protection devices, and acoustic waveguides and lenses [8]. Tuneable behavior
may also be achieved: in situ changing of the impulse transmission can be achieved [9], and amplitude-tunable
PnCs are optimized in [10]. Using a wave-like modulation of the constitutive parameters, symmetry and reciprocity
of the wave propagation may even be broken [11].

In order to optimally utilize the full potential of PnCs, efficient and accurate models that capture the wave prop-
agation properties are invaluable. Furthermore, methods for the systematic design of such crystals are required. For
the analysis of PnCs, a large variety of modeling techniques is available. Examples are the Finite Element Method
(FEM) [12], the Boundary Element Method (BEM) [13–15], Finite Differences - Time Domain (FDTD) [16,17],
Plane Wave Expansion (PWE) technique [18,19], the monodromy matrix method [20,21], the Spectral Element
Method (SEM) [22], IGA [23], and meshfree methods [24]. Homogenization approaches for the effective dynamic
properties of PnCs are also being developed [25–27]. While all of these methods have advantages and disadvantages,
FEM is widely used for complex geometries, as it extends effortlessly to inclusions of any shape. With FEM, periodic
structures are generally studied by analyzing a PUC, whereby requiring the displacements at opposite sides of the
PUC to be equal, periodicity is enforced. In the case of wave propagation problems, Bloch–Floquet periodic BCs
are used instead; these impose a phase difference between both edges of the unit cell, and as a result they can
describe traveling waves.

Despite the ease of implementation of standard FEM, it has a big disadvantage: the procedure calls for a matching
(or fitted or geometry-conforming) mesh, i.e., the edges of finite elements must align to material interfaces and PUC’s
sides. Creating such a mesh is undesirable in many situations, for instance during an iterative design process,
where the unit cell geometry is not known a priori. Moreover, even when the geometry is known, the process
of generating matching meshes is computationally expensive and prone to errors when complex geometries are
involved. The issue of remeshing can be avoided completely by non-fitted or enriched finite element approaches.
Wang et al. [28] have shown the use of a non-fitted Petrov–Galerkin interface approach for the analysis of PnCs.
Similarly, the eXtended/Generalized Finite Element Method (X/GFEM) [29,30] provides a means to decouple
material discontinuities from the FE discretization, by enriching the finite element formulation with discontinuous
functions that are associated to nodes of intersected elements. For PnCs, this was demonstrated by Zhao et al. [31].
However, X/GFEM has many disadvantages: as enrichment functions do not vanish at original mesh nodes, their
degrees of freedom (DOFs) do not retain their physical meaning. Therefore, essential (Dirichlet) boundary conditions
generally need to be imposed weakly, e.g., by means of Lagrange multipliers or the penalty method [32]. In
the former case, positive definiteness of the system matrices is lost. Sanders et al. [33] discuss various methods
for applying and stabilizing interface constraints. For the Bloch–Floquet periodic analysis of quantum-mechanical
problems, Sukumar and Pask [34] proposed a formulation for classical and enriched finite element methods by
constructing Bloch–Floquet periodic trial and test spaces. Additionally, X/GFEM can lead to ill-conditioned system
matrices, which may be remedied by the use of Stable Generalized FEM (SGFEM) [35–37]. Lastly, the accuracy
of the approximation in blending elements—elements for which not all nodes are enriched—may deteriorate [38].

There is another family of enriched finite element methods that can fully decouple the discretization from the
problem’s geometric features [39–43]; contrary to what is done in X/GFEM, enriched DOFs are collocated along
discontinuities, eliminating many of the aforementioned issues. The Interface Enriched Generalized Finite Element
Method (IGFEM) [39] was first proposed to solve problems with weak discontinuities, i.e., where the gradient of the
primal field is discontinuous as in problems containing perfectly bonded material interfaces. Enrichment functions
in IGFEM are local to intersected elements by construction and they vanish at the original mesh nodes and at edges
which are not crossed by material interfaces. As a result, Dirichlet boundary conditions are as straightforward
to prescribe as in standard FEM. Dirichlet boundary conditions were prescribed weakly on enriched edges by
Cuba-Ramos et al. [32], who first proposed IGFEM as an immersed (fictitious domain) method. In the context
of computational design, the use of IGFEM for shape optimization has been shown for a range of engineering
applications [44–47], and has been demonstrated for NURBS-based geometries as well [48]. Recently, IGFEM was

also proposed for level-set based topology optimization [49]. The benefits of assigning enrichments to enriched
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Fig. 1. Schematic representation of a PUC: a 3-D cube with lattice vectors a1, a2 and a3. The domain Ω consists of a host phase Ωh and
an inclusion Ωi. The boundary between the two is denoted Γi, and Γo is the boundary of the PUC.

nodes along the discontinuities have inspired two important extensions to the method: the Hierarchical Interfaced-
enriched Finite Element Method (HIFEM) [40], that can resolve multiple interfaces interacting within a single finite
element, and the Discontinuity-Enriched Finite Element Method (DE-FEM) [41,42]. The latter is able to handle not
only weak but also strong discontinuities—those where the field itself is discontinuous as in fracture problems—
with a single unified formulation. DE-FEM inherits all assets of IGFEM and HIFEM, and in the absence of strong
discontinuities (e.g., cracks), it simplifies to these methods. Curved cracks and interfaces may also be analyzed
using DE-FEM with NURBS-based discontinuities [50].

In this paper, which builds on the recently proposed immersed DE-FEM with strong enforcement of Dirichlet
boundary conditions [43], we introduce the Interface-enriched Generalized Finite Element Method for the fully
immersed analysis of PnCs, for which we derive a method for applying Bloch–Floquet BCs along non-matching
PUC edges, similar to the strong enforcement of Dirichlet BCs introduced in [43]. We first verify the procedure
by comparing the analytical and computed shear and pressure wave velocities obtained by means of an enriched
immersed analysis of a homogeneous material. We then compare the convergence rates of IGFEM to those of
standard FEM for a 1-D PnC and for the 2-D homogeneous PUCs, and demonstrate that the same rates of
convergence are achieved for 2-D PnCs. Furthermore, we analyze a range of immersed 2-D phononic crystals with
different lattice vectors, using the same background mesh, to demonstrate that full decoupling of mesh and PUC
geometry is achieved. Finally, it is demonstrated that the formulation extends to complex 3-D phononic crystals,
by means of an immersed cubic PUC with a “popcorn” shaped inclusion.

2. Problem formulation

In this work, we analyze PnCs by means of their periodic unit cell, represented by a d-dimensional parallelotope
(line segment in 1-D, parallelogram in 2-D, or parallelepiped in 3-D). The PUC is replicated in d-dimensional space
along the directions defined by lattice vectors ai , i = {1, . . . , d}. The PUC, illustrated in Fig. 1, will be denoted by
an open domain Ω ⊂ Rd . It is composed by a host phase Ωh and an inclusion phase Ωi, such that Ωh ∩Ωi = ∅; the
closure of the domain is denoted Ω = Ωh ∪Ω i. The boundary of the domain Ω is given by ∂Ω ≡ Γo = Ω \Ω . We
denote by Γi the interface separating the two material phases that is responsible for the weak discontinuity. Fields
such as the displacement field u are defined over the entire domain Ω , whereas the restriction of the field to the
subdomain Ω is denoted u x, t ≡ u| .
j j ( ) Ω j
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The governing equations that describe the linear behavior of the PnC are the homogeneous elastodynamic wave
equation, the constitutive equation, and the linear continuity relation, which hold on both parts of the domain:

ρ j
∂2u j

∂t2 = ∇ · σ j in Ω j , j = i, h, (1)

σ j = λ j tr
(
ε j

)
ε j + 2µ jε j , (2)

ε j =
1
2

(
∇u j + ∇u⊺

j

)
, (3)

ith Bloch–Floquet periodic boundary conditions

u (x + ai , t) = ei(k·ai )u (x, t) on Γo. (4)

n (1) ρ j is the material density, ∇· is the divergence operator, u j (x, t) is the displacement as a function of position
x and time t ; similarly, σ j (x, t) ≡ σ |Ω j is the Cauchy stress tensor, described by the linearized strain tensor
ε j (x, t) ≡ ε|Ω j and Lamé parameters λ j and ν j . In (4) k denotes the wave vector of the traveling wave. In
accordance with Bloch–Floquet theory, the displacement field u corresponds to a traveling wave, modulated by
some unknown periodic function Ψ (x) with the same periodicity as the medium:

u (x, t) = ei(k·x−ωt)Ψ (x) , (5)

where ω is the angular frequency.
In weak form, the elastodynamic wave equation reads: Find u ∈ V⋆ such that∑

j=h,i

[∫
Ω j

ρ j ü j v j dΩ +

∫
Ω j

σ j
(
u j

)
: ε j

(
v j

)
dΩ

]
= 0, ∀v ∈ V0, (6)

where V⋆ is a linear variety that accounts for the non-homogeneous Bloch–Floquet BCs [41], and V0 is a
vector-valued function space on Ω j , so that

V0 =

{
v ∈

[
L2 (Ω)

]d
, v|Ωi ∈

[
H1(Ωi )

]d
, v|Γo = 0, i = h, i

}
, (7)

here L2 (Ω) is the space of square-integrable functions and H1(Ωi ) is the first-order Sobolev space.
We solve the problem on a domain ∆ ⊇ Ω that fully encloses the PUC. The discretized domain ∆h , or

ackground mesh, does not necessarily conform to the geometric features of the PUC. To account for the mismatch
etween the discretization and the PUC’s geometry, we choose our weight function and trial solution from the
nite-dimensional IGFEM space Sh

e ⊂ V0:

Sh
e =

{
vh (x)

⏐⏐ vh (x) =

n∑
i∈ιh

Ni (x)U i  
standard FEM

+

∑
i∈ιw

siψi (x)αi  
enrichment

, U i ,αi ∈ Rd
}
, (8)

where ιh refers to the index set of all original mesh nodes, ιw is the set of enriched nodes, and si refers to a
scaling factor that produces well-conditioned system matrices and thus makes the formulation stable [51]. The
space Sh

e consists of the standard FEM approximation—the first term with standard Lagrange shape functions Ni
and standard DOFs U i —that is augmented with an enriched term that introduces, by means of enrichment functions
ψi and associated enriched DOFs αi , the required jumps in the gradient of the solution field.

In order to construct the IGFEM enrichment functions, operations on the background mesh using the PUC
geometry are required, as illustrated in Fig. 2: new nodes (shown by and symbols) are created at intersections
of the boundaries (Γo and Γi) with edges of elements of the background mesh; the cut elements are subdivided
into integration elements accordingly, as illustrated with dotted lines. The purpose of these integration elements is
fourfold: (i) as their name suggests, the integration elements are used for integration of the elements’ local arrays;
(ii) the enrichment functions ψi are constructed as linear combinations of standard Lagrange shape functions of
those integration elements; (iii) the integration elements are used to ensure the field can be displayed correctly
after postprocessing; and (iv) the triangular or tetrahedral integration elements are easy to split, thus facilitating
a hierarchical implementation when multiple discontinuities cross a single element. Elements that lie completely
outside the PUC are removed from the analysis, as are DOFs corresponding to outside nodes (shown with
4
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n

Fig. 2. Mesh-independent periodic unit cell: (a) The PUC is immersed in a non-matching structured mesh; (b) Enriched nodes are placed
along the discontinuities ( and ) and integration elements are created. Elements that lie completely outside the PUC are removed, and

odes outside the PUC ( ) are fixed. Bloch–Floquet periodic BCs are applied to enriched nodes on the PUC boundary ( ).

symbols). In the case that an element is intersected by multiple discontinuities, this procedure can simply be applied
hierarchically, as described in detail in [40,51].

Following a Bubnov–Galerkin approach, the discretized system of linear equations, MÜ − K U = 0, can now
be obtained via standard procedures, with global stiffness and mass matrix, K and M, respectively:

K =A
i

ki , M =A
i

mi . (9)

The finite element assembly operator is here written as A and ki , mi denote element local stiffness and mass
matrices, respectively, which are obtained by numerical quadrature.

Once K and M are assembled, Bloch–Floquet periodicity is enforced by means of a transformation matrix T .
This complex matrix contains the complex exponent of the Bloch–Floquet BCs and is therefore a function of the
wave vector k. The modified system matrices K̃ and M̃ can be found by pre- and post-multiplying the original
matrices with T , resulting in complex Hermitian matrices:

K̃ (k) = T (k)H K T (k),

M̃(k) = T (k)H MT (k).
(10)

This rectangular transformation matrix T reduces the size of the system of linear equations, as subordinate periodic
boundary DOFs are removed (e.g., in contrast to Lagrange multiplier methods, where the system of linear equations
is augmented). The costs of these operations are relatively low, as the transformation matrix T (k) is very sparse;
for the internal part of the domain it is the identity matrix, and the only off-diagonal terms relate to the boundary
DOFs. Due to the sparsity of T as well as K and M, these operations can be performed very efficiently. As the
boundaries of the PUC are lower-dimensional manifolds (e.g., lines in 2-D and surfaces in 3-D), the cost of these
transformations relative to the cost of solving the system reduces with mesh refinement. The dispersion relation—or
band structure—is subsequently obtained by performing a series of eigenvalue analyses for a set of wave vectors
k j , defined along the edge of the irreducible Brillouin zone [52]:[

K̃ (k j ) − ω2
j M̃(k j )

]
V j = 0, (11)

where V j are complex eigenvectors that represent traveling waves and ω j are the corresponding eigenfrequencies.
Although IGFEM has not been used in phononic crystal analysis before, it can be readily used to describe the

material interfaces within the periodic unit cell. However, when a discontinuity crosses the PUC boundary, or when
the PUC itself is non-matching, enriched nodes are subject to Bloch–Floquet periodicity as well, as explained in

the next section.
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Fig. 3. Cases where boundary nodes are not spaced exactly one lattice vector apart: (a,b) PUCs immersed in a structured (a) and unstructured
(b) meshes, where additional enriched nodes are added to properly enforce periodicity; (c) PUC were the mesh conforms to both the inclusion
and the outer PUC edge, but the nodes on either side do not coincide, so enriched nodes are added.

2.1. Bloch-Floquet periodicity on enriched nodes

Bloch–Floquet periodic BCs enforce periodicity of the PUC, but allow for a phase difference of the traveling
wave between unit cells; they guarantee that the displacements u take the form of a Bloch wave throughout the
entire domain, while only operating on the boundaries. As these BCs operate directly on the field u, we follow the
procedure for Dirichlet BCs on immersed IGFEM edges using multiple point constraints (MPCs), as described by
van den Boom et al. [43]. On the boundary nodes of the PUC, Bloch–Floquet periodic boundary conditions are
applied as

u(xs) = eik·au(xm), (12)

here u(xm) and u(xs) are displacements corresponding to a main and a subordinate node, respectively. These two
odes are assumed to be separated by exactly one lattice vector a, as attempting to apply periodicity to non-matching
odes would result in inaccurate results. In general, enriched nodes are not guaranteed to coincide on either side of
he PUC, thus Bloch–Floquet periodicity cannot be enforced directly. In such cases, supplementary enriched nodes
an be added to ensure that every enriched boundary node has a counterpart. These extra enriched nodes can easily be
ccounted for by creating additional integration elements, and as such they do not change the rest of the procedure.
ig. 3 illustrates some situations where the enriched nodes do not coincide exactly. Fig. 3a is similar to Fig. 2 in that

t shows a square unit cell immersed in a structured mesh. The difference is that the PUC edges do not lie exactly
n the middle of the background elements, so that the intersections with the diagonal element edges do not coincide
n either side of the PUC. Other cases where the boundary nodes do not coincide are found in unstructured meshes,
egardless of whether the edges are immersed, as in Fig. 3b, or conforming, as in Fig. 3c. In cases where the nodes
o not coincide, the full procedure to prescribe the Bloch–Floquet periodic boundary conditions on immersed edges
s: (i) Find the intersections between the immersed edges and the background elements; (ii) Create the counterpart
f these nodes by adding the lattice vector to the coordinate vector of the node; (iii) Create integration elements
aking into account all enriched nodes.

In IGFEM, the enriched DOFs do not directly represent the displacement field at their location because the
artition of unity property is lost in intersected elements.4 Instead, the solution also depends on the DOFs of the

parent cut element, as given by (8). The solution at the enriched locations can therefore be written for j = m, s as:

u(x j ) =

∑
i∈ι j

Ni (x j )U i + s jψ j (x j )α j , (13)

4 In IGFEM, enrichment functions ψi (x) are added to the standard FEM approximation, breaking the partition of unity. The original
shape function Ni do not vanish at the locations of the enriched nodes, and as a result, the displacements at those locations are computed
per Eq. (13). However, because enrichment functions vanish at original mesh nodes, the Kronecker-δ property on those nodes is retained
and therefore standard DOFs keep their physical meaning.
6
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Fig. 4. One-dimensional phononic crystal with PUC of length L .

where the index set ι j ⊂ ιh refers to the parent nodes which have a non-zero contribution on the enriched node
location x j , and ψ j (x j ) = 1. Expanding (12) in terms of this IGFEM approximation results in an expression from
which the subordinate DOFs of the system can be calculated:

αs =
eik·r

ssψs(xs)

[∑
i∈ιm

Ni (xm)U i + smψm(xm)αm

]
−

1
ssψs(xs)

∑
i∈ιs

Ni (xs)U i . (14)

Writing such a constraint equation for every subordinate node results in a system of equations, that can be written
in the form:[

U
α

]
= T

[
Ũ
α̃

]
, (15)

where T is a complex-valued transformation matrix that is a function of wave vector k, and that maps between the
free system

[
U α

]⊺ and the constrained system
[
Ũ α̃

]⊺
. The system matrices can now be modified as described

in Eq. (10). A one-dimensional example on the construction of T is given in the Appendix.
In cases where the parent elements of the outer edges of the PUC are intersected by multiple discontinuities, e.g.,

when the immersed inclusion crosses the PUC edge, a hierarchical implementation of the multiple point constraint
is required. This implementation follows naturally from the HIFEM approximation, and is described for Dirichlet
boundary conditions by van den Boom et al. [43].

3. Numerical results

3.1. 1-D phononic crystal

Consider in Fig. 4 a 1-D phononic crystal composed of two materials of dissimilar properties. A PUC of length
L ≡ ∥a1∥ can be defined such that its boundaries lie on the host and the other material outlines an inclusion of
length b. The materials used are polycarbonate and lead for the host and inclusion, respectively. Polycarbonate
(lead) has an elasticity modulus E1 = 2.3 GPa (E2 = 16 GPa) and density ρ1 = 1200 kg/m3 (ρ2 = 11 340 kg/m3).
This phononic crystal has a total unit cell length L = 25 mm, with an inclusion of length b = 14 mm. Therefore,
he length of the two sections are lh = 11 mm and li = 14 mm, respectively.

Following [53] for the analytic solution, we scale the lengths by lh and time by lh/ch, where ch is the wave speed
in the host material. This problem can then be described by the non-dimensionalized 1-D wave equation on both
material domains (i = h, i):

∂2ui (x, t)
∂x2 =

1
ci/ch

∂2ui (x, t)
∂t2 , (16)

ith the wave speeds

ci =
√

Ei/ρi , (17)

nterface conditions

uh(1, t) = ui(1, t), (18)

u′

h(1, t) =
E2

E1
u′

i(1, t), (19)

loch–Floquet periodic boundary conditions

uh(0, t) = ui(1 +
L i
, t) λ, (20)
Lh

7
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Fig. 5. (a) Dispersion curve (band structure) and bandgap for the 1-D phononic crystal, where the IGFEM result on a 5-element background
esh is compared to a matching mesh with a comparable number of DOFs; (b) Mesh convergence for the relative error in the first two

ands given by Eq. (24).

u′

h(0, t) =
Ei

Eh
u′

2(1 +
L i

Lh
, t) λ, (21)

nd with the propagation constant λ = eikL . A non-trivial solution to the system of equations can be found if λ is
a solution to the characteristic equation

λ2
+ q(ω̂)λ+ 1 = 0, (22)

with

q(ω̂) = −2 cos (ω̂) cos (τ ω̂) +

(
κ +

1
κ

)
sin (ω̂) sin (τ ω̂), (23)

where τ = lich/ lhci is the ratio of propagation times, and κ = Eich/Ehci is the ratio of impedances of the two
aterials. Looping over ω̂ and solving for λ, the analytic solution can be computed.
The numerical results are obtained using two different approaches: (i) standard FEM using matching meshes;

ii) IGFEM using meshes that do not match to the PUC edges nor to the material interfaces. We define the error
ith respect to the analytic solution as

ϵ =

√
1

|K |N

∑
k∈K

∑
n(ωk,n − ω̂k,n)2∑

k∈K
∑

n ω̂
2
k,n

n = 1, 2, . . . , N , (24)

here K is the set of wave numbers in the Brillouin zone, K = {Γ , . . . , X}, with cardinality |K |, ω̂k,n denotes the
nth analytic frequency for a given wave number k and ωk,n is the numerical counterpart. In other words, Eq. (24)
is the relative error in the L2-norm of the first N bands evaluated at |K | wave numbers.

The first two bands of the band structure are shown in Fig. 5a for the analytical solution and the two numerical
esults that were obtained on a fixed mesh size with meshes composed of 5 elements. Both FEM and IGFEM give
ore accurate results for lower frequencies, so more deviation from the analytic result is expected in the higher

ands. Fig. 5b considers mesh refinement and shows the convergence for the error (24) as a function of the number
f DOFs, with N = 5 and |K | = 100. It is shown that IGFEM has the same rate of convergence as the standard
EM on matching meshes.

.2. 2-D uniform material

To investigate the performance of the enriched boundary conditions in 2-D, we consider the velocity of pressure
nd shear waves through a uniform polycarbonate slab, with a Poisson ratio ν = 0.37 and, as in the previous

3
xample, E = 2.3 GPa and ρ = 1200 kg/m . It should be noted that this is not a PnC, and as such, no dispersion is

8
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Fig. 6. Band structure for a PUC of uniform polycarbonate, obtained on a 60 × 60 matching mesh (a), and on a 60 × 60 non-matching
mesh with enriched Bloch–Floquet boundary conditions (b). The nature of each wave in the uniform material is investigated in more detail:
the color of each line signifies whether the wave is an s-wave (blue), a p-wave (yellow), or a combination thereof. Both matching and
non-matching meshes recover the same wave types for each band. (For interpretation of the references to color in this figure legend, the
reader is referred to the web version of this article.)

expected. This material is analyzed using a square PUC with a side length L = 0.025 m, so that the lattice vectors
ai and reciprocal lattice vectors bi are given by

a1 =

[
0.025

0

]
m, a2 =

[
0

0.025

]
m, b1 =

[
251.33

0

]
m−1, b2 =

[
0

251.33

]
m−1. (25)

The vertices of the irreducible Brillouin zone are therefore located at Γ =
[
0 0

]⊺ m−1, X =
[
125.66 0

]⊺ m−1 and
M =

[
125.66 125.66

]⊺ m−1. The PUC is analyzed using standard FEM and IGFEM using a 60 × 60 structured
mesh with triangular elements for both cases, and results are reported in Fig. 6. The nature of each band, which is
found by projecting the normalized displacements in the vibration mode onto the wave vector using a dot product
and averaging the nodal results, is plotted in Figs. 6a and 6b, for standard FEM and IGFEM, respectively. Blue
refers to a pure shear wave and yellow refers to a pure pressure wave. It is clear that both methods recover the
same wave types for each band.

The velocities of shear and pressure waves are now recovered numerically as

vs =
2π fs

∥k∥
and vp =

2π f p

∥k∥
. (26)

he numerical wave velocities, computed using IGFEM (or FEM) as vs = 836.53 m/s and vp = 1841.53 m/s, are
n close agreement with the exact velocities,

v̂s =

√
G
ρ

= 836.37 m s−1 and v̂p =

√
M
ρ

= 1841.18 m s−1, (27)

here the shear modulus G and pressure wave modulus M are given, respectively, by

G =
E

2 (1 − 2ν)
and M =

E (1 − ν)

(1 + ν) (1 − 2ν)
. (28)

To study the convergence of the wave velocities, we define an error norm for the shear and pressure waves:

ϵs =

√(
vs − v̂s

)2

v̂2
s

, ϵp =

√(
vp − v̂p

)2

v̂2
p

. (29)

In the results of Fig. 7 it is shown that IGFEM and standard FEM converge towards the exact solution at the same
terminal convergence rate. Furthermore, the absolute value of the error is similar for FEM and IGFEM. Therefore,
it can be concluded that the enriched boundary conditions do not influence the solution in 2-D.
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Fig. 7. Convergence of the shear wave velocity (a) and pressure wave velocity (b) for a uniform material. Both the shear wave velocity and
the pressure wave velocity converge at the same rate for standard FEM and IGFEM.

3.3. 2-D phononic crystal with a circular inclusion

A 2-D phononic crystal containing a circular inclusion of radius r in a square lattice is now analyzed. A PUC
of size L × L can be defined, as illustrated in Fig. 8. The same materials as for the 1-D phononic crystal are
used for the host and inclusion; polycarbonate and lead (E1 = 2.3 GPa, E2 = 16 GPa, ν1 = 0.37, ν2 = 0.44,

1 = 1200 kg/m3, ρ2 = 11 340 kg/m3). The dimensions of this PnC are L = 25 mm and r = 7 mm. The lattice
ectors and reciprocal lattice vectors for this problem are the same as in the previous example, as the unit cell
s of the same dimensions. Therefore, the locations of the Brillouin zone vertices are also the same, located at

=
[
0 0

]⊺ m−1, X =
[
125.66 0

]⊺ m−1 and M =
[
125.66 125.66

]⊺ m−1.
The numerical results, obtained using IGFEM on different mesh sizes, are compared to the results obtained using

tandard FEM on a very fine (overkill) matching mesh, which we will regard to be the correct result. From the band
tructure in Fig. 8c, it can be seen that a bandgap opens in the range 18 kHz to 28 kHz. Some propagation bands
ppear in the bandgap for very coarse meshes, but with mesh refinement, the bandgap converges towards that of
he reference matching mesh. The error for each band n with respect to the reference solution is defined by

ϵn =

√
1

|K |

∑
k∈K (ωk,n − ω∗

k,n)2∑
k ω

∗2
k,n

, (30)

where K defines a set of wave vectors k along the irreducible Brillouin zone (X → Γ → M → X ). Furthermore,
an error norm is defined for the frequencies that define the bandgap between the third and the fourth propagation
bands:

ϵlow =

√(
max (ωk,3) − max (ω∗

k,3)
)2

max (ω∗

k,3)2 and ϵhigh =

√(
min (ωk,4) − min (ω∗

k,4)
)2

min (ω∗

k,4)2 . (31)

The convergence of the first 5 bands is shown in Fig. 9a. The error increases slightly for the higher bands, which is
to be expected in eigenvalue analysis because the higher frequencies correspond to shorter wave lengths which are
not captured accurately by the relatively coarse discretizations. Nonetheless, all bands converge at the same rate. In
Fig. 9b it is shown that the frequencies that define the bandgap converge at a slightly higher rate (1.5).

The motion of a wave traveling between Γ and X (k =
[
62.83 62.83

]⊺ m−1) on the first propagation band,
obtained from a coarse IGFEM mesh and a fine FEM mesh, are now compared. Fig. 10a shows a snapshot of a
traveling wave for the very fine matching mesh, while Figs. 10b and 10c show the same wave at the same time on

a non-matching mesh defined over a 10 × 10 grid. The same mode is indeed resolved on both meshes.

10
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Fig. 8. (a) Schematic of a square PUC with lattice vectors a1 and a2 and a circular inclusion of radius r ; (b) the PUC is immersed in a
10 × 10 non-matching structured mesh; (c) Band structure for a square PUC with a circular inclusion, obtained by multiple non-matching
meshes consisting of 5 × 5 × 2 ( ), 10 × 10 × 2 ( ), 20 × 20 × 2 ( ), 40 × 40 × 2 ( ), 80 × 80 × 2
( ), and 160 × 160 × 2 ( ) triangular elements and a very fine matching mesh ( ). The bandgap is plotted for
the finest matching mesh. Clearly, a coarse representation of a non-matching mesh results in propagation bands inside the gap. However,
the bandgap converges with mesh refinement.

Fig. 9. Convergence for the PnC with a circular inclusion in a square lattice. In (a), the error for the first five propagation bands as defined in
Eq (30) is shown to have the same rate of convergence. In (b) the convergence of the error defined in Eq. (31) is shown for the frequencies
that define the bandgap.
11
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Fig. 10. Snapshot of a traveling wave on the lowest band between Γ and M on (a) a fine matching mesh; (b) a 10 × 10 non-matching
tructured mesh; the non-matching mesh is also shown in (c). The same mode shapes are obtained for both analyses.

Fig. 11. General periodic unit cell for the phononic crystal with a varying lattice: the angle α between lattice vectors a1 and a2 is varied
while the inclusion with radius r is kept the same.

Table 1
Lattice vectors ai and reciprocal lattice vectors bi for the different lattice angles α that were analyzed on the same structured meshes.

Lattice angle α Lattice vectors Reciprocal lattice vectors

a1 (m) a2 (m) b1 (m−1) b2 (m−1)

60◦ (Triangular lattice)
[
0.027 0.000

]⊺ [
0.013 0.023

]⊺ [
233.89 −135.03

]⊺ [
0.00 270.07

]⊺
70◦ (Rhombic lattice)

[
0.026 0.000

]⊺ [
0.009 0.024

]⊺ [
243.63 −88.67

]⊺ [
0.00 259.27

]⊺
80◦ (Rhombic lattice)

[
0.025 0.000

]⊺ [
0.004 0.024

]⊺ [
249.41 −43.98

]⊺ [
0.00 253.26

]⊺
90◦ (Square lattice)

[
0.025 0.000

]⊺ [
0.000 0.025

]⊺ [
251.33 0.00

]⊺ [
0.00 251.33

]⊺

3.4. 2-D phononic crystal with a varying lattice

In previous examples, the combinations of PUC and background mesh were chosen such that enriched nodes,
laced at intersections of the background elements with the PUC edge, were separated by exactly one lattice vector.
his means that only certain configurations of PnCs could be analyzed within a given mesh. However, to achieve

rue mesh-geometry decoupling this requirement is now removed. Additional enriched DOFs are placed on either
ide of the PUC to ensure that each enriched node has a periodic counterpart. In this numerical example, phononic
rystals with different lattices, with a variable angle α between both lattice vectors, are analyzed on the same

square structured mesh, for which the general PUC is illustrated in Fig. 11. The different PnCs, with a circular
inclusion (r = 7 mm), are chosen such that the volume fraction of the inclusion versus the host material is the
same (φ = 0.2463). Furthermore, for each phononic crystal, the magnitude of both lattice vectors are chosen to be
the same (∥a1∥ = ∥a2∥), such that the lattices are triangular (α = 60◦), square (α = 90◦), or rhombic (α = 70◦ and
α = 80◦). The lattice vectors that were used for the four cases, and their corresponding reciprocal lattice vectors,
are given in Table 1.

The material properties of the inclusion and host are the same as in previous examples. In the discretization
f these PUCs, extra enriched nodes are placed along the PUC edge, such that all enrichments are spaced exactly
ne lattice vector apart. Only then can Bloch–Floquet periodic boundary conditions be applied as described in
ection 2.1. Fig. 12 illustrates the coarsest integration mesh for each periodic unit cell.
12
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w

Fig. 12. Integration meshes for the four periodic unit cells, analyzed on the coarsest structured mesh defined on a 10 × 10 grid.

Each layout is analyzed on a square grid of 10 × 10 × 2, 20 × 20 × 2, 40 × 40 × 2, and 80 × 80 × 2
triangular elements, and on a fine matching mesh. Fig. 13 summarizes the results of the different PnCs. On the left,
the PUC and corresponding irreducible Brillouin zone are illustrated. The middle figures show the band structures
for the different PnCs, computed on different mesh sizes. The results given on the right in Fig. 13 show that the
convergence rates of these dispersion bands are the same as those in previous examples. In Fig. 14, snapshots of
waves are given for the same wave vector in different phononic crystals: Fig. 14(a-d) correspond to the Brillouin
zone vertex M of the triangular lattice, and Fig. 14(e-f) correspond to the Brillouin zone vertex M of the square
lattice. For the rhombic lattices, neither wave vector corresponds to a symmetry point. Therefore, Figs. 14a and 14h
correspond to standing waves, whereas the other figures represent traveling waves. This is confirmed by the fact
that the modes in Figs. 14a and 14h are symmetric, and the rest are not.

3.5. 3-D phononic crystal

To demonstrate the method in 3-D, we analyze a cubic PUC with a popcorn-shaped inclusion. This geometry is
described by the function

φ (x) =

√
∥x∥ − r −

11∑
k=0

A exp

[
−

x − x(k)


ς2

]
, (32)

here r = 0.6, ς = 0.2, A = 4, and

x(k)
=

⎧⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎨⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎪⎩

r
√

5

[
2 cos

( 2kπ
5

)
2 sin

( 2kπ
5

)
1
]⊺

for 0 ≤ k ≤ 4,

r
√

5

[
2 cos

(
(2(k−5)−1)π

5

)
2 sin

(
(2(k−5)−1)π

5

)
−1

]⊺
for 5 ≤ k ≤ 9,[

0 0 r
]⊺

for k = 10,[
0 0 −r

]⊺
for k = 11.

(33)
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o
c

Fig. 13. Phononic crystals with the same volume fractions but with different lattice types (i.e., with PUCs of different shapes) are analyzed
n structured meshes. In (a), (d), (g), and (j) periodic unit cells and their corresponding (irreducible) Brillouin zones are shown. Their
orresponding dispersion curves are shown in (b), (e), (h), and (k), where results of structured meshes consisting of 10 × 10 × 2 ( ),

20 × 20 × 2 ( ), 40 × 40 × 2 ( ), 80 × 80 × 2 ( ) triangular elements, and a matching mesh ( ) are
compared. The convergence rates of the first seven bands, as defined in (30), are plotted in (c), (f), (i), and (l).
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Fig. 14. Snapshots of a wave with wave vector [116.94, 67.52]⊺ m−1, i.e., M for the triangular lattice (a)–(d), and with wave vector
125.67, 125.67]⊺ m−1, i.e., M for the square lattice (e)–(h). Figures (a) and (h) correspond to standing waves, whereas the others to
raveling waves. This illustrates the different behavior of the same wave vector in different periodic media.

he PUC has volume L × L × L , where L = 25 mm, and is immersed in a larger background mesh. The PUC
is illustrated in Fig. 15a. As constituent materials, we again use polycarbonate (lead) for the host (inclusion).
The vertices of the 3-D irreducible zone are located at Γ =

[
0 0 0

]⊺ m−1, X =
[
125.66 0 0

]⊺ m−1,
M =

[
125.66 125.66 0

]⊺ m−1 and R =
[
125.66 125.66 125.66

]⊺ m−1. The resulting band structure is
obtained on non-matching tetrahedral meshes defined on 6 × 6 × 6, 8 × 8 × 8, 10 × 10 × 10 and 12 × 12 × 12
grids (with 6 tetrahedra per cubic unit in the grid), and on a matching mesh composed of 33 610 tetrahedral elements.
Fig. 16 illustrates the results, where it is shown that even on coarse meshes, reasonable approximations can be made
on non-matching meshes in 3-D.

4. Summary and conclusions

In this paper we achieved, for the first time, full decoupling of mesh and geometry in the analysis of phononic
crystals in 1-D, 2-D, and 3-D by means of immersed analysis of periodic unit cells using the Interface-enriched
Generalized Finite Element Method. Both the inclusion and the outer edges of the PUC are allowed to be defined
independently from the background mesh, either explicitly (by line segments) or implicitly (by means of a level
set function). Bloch–Floquet periodic boundary conditions are applied in a strong manner using multiple point
constraints, reminiscent of the strong application of Dirichlet boundary conditions proposed recently in [43]. As the
IGFEM operations are restricted to lower-dimensional manifolds (i.e., the material interfaces and PUC boundaries),
they do not dominate the computational costs for sufficiently refined meshes; the computational costs are dominated
by solving the eigenvalue problem. The resulting formulation provides considerable flexibility in the analysis of
phononic crystals with varying inclusions and/or lattices.

The method’s convergence properties were compared to standard FEM. This was done by means of two numerical
examples: a 1-D phononic crystal, where the methods were compared against an analytic solution proposed in [19],
and a 2-D uniform material, where the numerical band structures were used to compute velocities for shear and
pressure waves that were compared to analytical velocities. In both 1-D and 2-D examples, the convergence rates
of IGFEM and standard FEM were found to be the same. Therefore, the results obtained on a very fine matching
mesh were used as reference solution for the following examples.

Several 2-D phononic crystals were analyzed. First, the strong enforcement of Bloch–Floquet periodic boundary

conditions on non-matching edges was demonstrated on carefully chosen combinations of PUC and background
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Fig. 15. Three dimensional phononic crystal: (a) Schematic of the cubic PUC with lattice vectors a1, a2 and a3 and a popcorn-shaped
inclusion. The host material is polycarbonate, and the inclusion is made of lead; (b) The deformed PUC is completely immersed in a
non-matching background mesh. In this snapshot, a traveling wave in Γ → R is illustrated.

Fig. 16. Dispersion curve for a cubic PUC with a popcorn-shaped inclusion, obtained by multiple non-matching meshes and a matching
esh. The bandgap is plotted for the matching mesh. In different colors, IGFEM solutions for different mesh sizes are shown. The irreducible
rillouin zone of the cubic lattice is plotted to the right. It is found that even for coarse meshes, a reasonable prediction of the bandstructure
an be obtained. (For interpretation of the references to color in this figure legend, the reader is referred to the web version of this article.)

esh (Section 3.2); they were chosen such that enriched nodes on either side of the PUC matched up exactly,
o that no extra steps were required for the enforcement of BCs. In the example of Section 3.4, this requirement
as released, and 2-D phononic crystals of different non-matching lattice shapes were analyzed. To that end, extra

nriched nodes were added along the PUC edges to ensure periodicity could be enforced properly. In both cases, the
esults were shown to converge to those of the fine matching mesh at the same rate that was previously found. Lastly,
3-D phononic crystal with a popcorn-shaped inclusion was analyzed. In the examples shown in this paper, the
16



S.J. van den Boom, F. van Keulen and A.M. Aragón Computer Methods in Applied Mechanics and Engineering 382 (2021) 113848
Fig. 17. One-dimensional mesh that is non-matching to the PnC on the outer boundaries for the demonstration of the construction of the T
matrix.

inclusions and PUC boundaries never intersect the same background element. Through the use of HIFEM [40], it is
also possible to analyze unit cells where the inclusion crosses the PUC boundary. However, the boundary conditions
would also need to be implemented hierarchically, as described for Dirichlet boundary conditions elsewhere [43].

As other enriched methods, IGFEM also has a number of drawbacks. For example, as shown in [54,55], IGFEM
overestimates stresses in integration elements with bad aspect ratios. Although it has been shown that this effect
is less prominent near Dirichlet boundaries [43], and in the context of DE-FEM near traction-free cracks [42],
the approximation of stresses in elements with bad aspect ratios is still an open research question. Furthermore,
as in standard FEM, the higher bands are approximated less accurately. Higher order interpolation functions and
enrichment functions could be investigated to mitigate this drawback.

To the best of our knowledge, this is the first work in which complete decoupling of the mesh and geometry in the
analysis of phononic crystals with the same accuracy as that of standard FEM with matching meshes is demonstrated.
The advantage of decoupling the mesh from the geometry is most apparent in cases where the geometry of the PUC
is not known a priori, such as during the design or optimization of the phononic crystal PUC. Using this method, a
range of phononic crystals can readily be analyzed without the need for remeshing, and the immersed optimization
of phononic crystals is a matter of computing sensitivities and including an optimization loop. As the geometry of
the inclusion may be defined implicitly by a level set, the level-set based enriched topology optimization introduced
in [49] may be employed. In fact, the topology optimization of PnCs using IGFEM is the subject of an incoming
publication. Following Veres et al. [12] it is also possible to extend the enriched method in a k (ω)-formulation,
which can be used to also obtain the evanescent waves. In this method, dynamic condensation is used to reduce the
problem to its boundary nodes. The properties of the wave vectors along the irreducible Brillouin zone are then used
to write the problem as palindromic quadratic and quartic eigenvalue problems (polynomial eigenvalue problems
where the coefficient matrices form a palindrome). For arbitrary wave vectors it is more challenging to solve. Finally,
the proposed method may also be used for the analysis of locally resonant acoustic metamaterials. However, as their
behavior does not depend on the lattice type, the benefit of being able to modify the outer boundary of the PUC is
lost in this case.

The use of additional IGFEM nodes to prescribe periodic boundary conditions on non-conforming and immersed
edges extends beyond the procedure described here for PnCs. In fact, a similar approach is used for the coupling
between non-conforming meshes and contact, which is the subject of an incoming publication [56].
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Appendix. Constructing a transformation matrix for a simple 1-D PUC

The construction of the T matrix for a simple 1-D PUC as in Fig. 17 is explained in detail in this section. For
simplicity, a very coarse mesh is used that is matching to the internal material interfaces. However, the extension
to more complex problems in higher dimensions is straightforward.

In order to apply Bloch–Floquet boundary conditions on the two nodes shown as , the general condition

u(x ) = eik·au(x ), (34)
s m
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W

has to be satisfied, where u(xm) and u(xs) are displacements corresponding to the left and right enriched nodes,
respectively. These nodes are separated by the lattice constant a. Using the IGFEM approximation, u(xm) and u(xs)
are found as:

u(xm) = N1(xm)U1 + N2(xm)U2 + smψm(xm)αm

u(xs) = N3(xs)U3 + N4(xs)U4 + ssψs(xs)αs
(35)

Substituting Eq. (35) into Eq. (34) yields

N3(xs)U3 + N4(xs)U4 + ssψs(xs)αs = eik·a (N1(xm)U1 + N2(xm)U2 + smψm(xm)αm) , (36)

which can then be rewritten as

αs =
eik·a

ssψs(xs)
(N1(xm)U1 + N2(xm)U2 + smψm(xm)αm)−

1
ssψs(xs)

(N3(xs)U3 + N4(xs)U4) . (37)

ritten in the form U = TŪ , using a transformation matrix T , the enriched subordinate DOF αs can be eliminated:

⎡⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣
U1
U2
U3
U4
αm
αs

⎤⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦ =

⎡⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

1 0 0 0 0
0 1 0 0 0
0 0 1 0 0
0 0 0 1 0
0 0 0 0 1

eik·a N1(xm)
ssψs(xs) eik·a N2(xm)

ssψs(xs)
N3(xs)

ssψs(xs)
N4(xs)

ssψs(xs) eik·a smψm(xm)
ssψs(xs)

⎤⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦

⎡⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣
U1
U2
U3
U4
αm

⎤⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦ . (38)
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